10                 HENRY D.  THOREAU.
of Henry Thoreau's maternal grandfather, from whom he is  said  to   have  inherited many qualities.    Mrs. Minott's petition sets forth " that her first husband, Asa Dunbar, Esq., late of  Keene, N. H., was a native of Massachusetts ; that he was for a number of years settled in the gospel ministry at Salem; that afterwards he was a counselor-at-law; that he was Master of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons at Keene, where he died; that in the cause of Masonry he was  interested   and   active;   that  through some defection or misfortune of that Lodge she has suffered loss, both on account of what was due to him and to her, at whose house they held their meetings; that in the settlement of the estate of her late husband, Jonas Minott, Esq., late of  Concord, she has been peculiarly unfortunate, and  become very much straitened in the means of living  comfortably;   that  being  thus   reduced, and feeling the weight of cares, of years, and of widowhood to be very heavy, after having seen  better  days, she is  induced, by the advice of friends, as well as her own  exigencies, to  apply for  aid  to the benevolence and charity of the Masonic